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== AIM OF THE KAMATHS

Vasant and Revathi Kamath
are & husband and wife team
of architects based in Delhi
who have designed a series of
buildings and projects that not
only take insplration from,
and revitalise, strong
wernacular traditions but
which also reflect close
consultation between client
and user.

The Kamath's aim—to achieve
inexpensive, sensitive architecture
using indigenous construction
methods, local matertials and
emftemen—is demonstrated in o
serses of schemes which all reflect
the architects’ desire to produce
deptgns that display the aspirations
and requirements o fclient and
uses

The Mobile Criche® is tho one
community building in Seemapuri,
& particularly deprived government
rosettloment area on the edge of
Delhi. consisting of seli-huiit
homesteads with little
infrastrieticre 1o knil the
ramahsckle parts together. The
infante’ echool is charming. Built of
hiriclk, its white-stuccoed intartor
samprises o series of small
teaching spaces, defined by brick
nrches and capped with domes.
However, thanks 1o the
incompetence of local labour, the
domes have an endearing but
decidedly irregular profile. This
pugpests that such a device was
snpireed lonn by practizal
expediency or example than by
architectural preference, a
suppicion confirmed by the
archivects” irritation at the sudden
appearance of an ugly uniniended
lganto on one side of the bullding,
The inability to accommodate ad-
hoc additions, a pretequisite of
Aernacular atchitocture, has here
defeated the architectural
Pratensions

Tha flaws suggest a tailoring of
real conditions to suit rather

it notions about trad) 1
‘buildings, axamplified in tha
Eamaths' project for new weavers'
housing at Maheshwar. The
architects innisted not anly on the
use of mud over the mare desirable
but costher brick, but also on the
use of o dung rendar, despite
opposition from the future
inhabitants, who want modemn
homes, and horifind doctors. “Do
you want to spread tetanus?'

The weavers' mil at Eharkhana
Noida outside Dathi is a recent.
projest whoss low budget has bean
schieved at the expenae of sound
construction and good materials
The brief called for economic
construction and a domestic feel
[fabric printers traditionally
worked at home). Climatic
conditions were to be controlled
naturally. Perforated boxes above

1, window details in the Mobile
Créche at Seemapuri: the econamy
of the condtruetion hag nearly
ohscured the ingenuity and
smnsitivity of the design.

2, the playing verandah with
lavatory Block on the rght and
domed criéche behind

Tt Malsie Crictn i o calld bcasm it
loven (o ptrmia mobiiey in B pussult of
hawr smplaymiend by canng or thelr childen
dusrang e clay

A8l

the windows provids ventilation
along the ceiling which gets
maximum heat from the flat roof
above and hot air rising lrom
below. T'o combat the sun's
intensity there is o thick rool
consisting of roof slab. a layer of
sand, hollow pots and a surface
covering of bricks, upon which dry
the cloths. The windows have beon
designed to allow régular but not
direct sunlight. The box above
creates shasle so the lop panes arg
Rlways in shadow and shutters
below contral low sunbight Olazed
brick skylights filter light from
nbove. The mill's mooms

have designed for a large
community of traditionally
nomadic entertainars, The
T00-strong troupe, which includes
puppetoars, jugglers, acrobats and
=0 on s the protegé of & prominent
political figure, who invited the
Kamatha to develop a housing

e , Energetic
for the team is Revathi Kamath
whose sex has proved an asset in
establishing relations with a
consarvative Indien eommunity, in
which the women ara ltorally the
home-makers. Contrary to the usual
rather ham-fisted resettloment

and offices are divided over the
large, flaxible basernent and
ground floor. A vower 15 formed by
the staircase topped with a watar
tank and simple musiim motifs on
some of th details are

Revathi spent a year
analysing the make-up of a
community that to the uneducated
eye appears completely lacking in
arder, An understanding of tho
highly complex socisty was

reminders of home, The sansible
and thoughtul design of the mill
has unfortunately not been
matched by the quality of
eanstrugtion, whose poor finishoes
and rapid deteroration,
accelerated by the client’s fallure to
tain or even pletes thes

iol for the daviel ata
masterplan. Religion, specific
family groupings and social
hiorarchy were major factors
Infuencing the definition of an
mitial layout. This was followed by
refining the infrastructure and
finally the building forms

building. suggest that traditional
nnd local matarials are highly
problematic if craft mastery no
longer sxists

The Kamaths are working at
pragant on the produstion af
holiday homes for a Mahsraja of

s m. Though unks

adesign
complicated by the squatters'
innate distrust of permanent
structure.

Intagral to the success of the
scheme is the utilisation of the
crafts gxpartise of the squattars,
whom they hope will be

bile for the creation of their

by

13, 11
tourist village is no less a vehicle
for experiment with traditional
P
Tn fact. this rather inviting pseudo-
township of decorated mud-
plastared dwellings is a homage to
rustisity. The recrestion of typical

3, the Seemapuri sireet in which the
créche stands: the township i5 self-
Bailt with the minimurn of
government or professional

Weavers' or ' huts:

own homes. Though untrained as
builders, the entertainers have
manual gkilla that the Eamaths
believe can be taillored to
construction. Having tried and
tested eheir capabilities on the
tourist complax it is anticipated
that the women, at present.

guidance. These one and fwo-
atorey brick housss and shops are
typitcal of the development,

might sesm like s dresdiul
concession to pastiche but for the
Eamathe this is o tremendoasky
useful testing-ground for theories
which they hope will culminate in
thair latast and most controversial
project, the squatters’ recattlomant
soheme st Anandgram.
Anandgram lies just outside
Delhi nne is the sito of & permanent
housing scheme that the Kamaths
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ible for the mi mud-
structure in thedir dwellings, will
undartake the building and surface
decomtion with the holp of the girls
and young boys, whilst the
majority of men carry on thair work
as travelling entertainers
Effoctively thera will be a bartesing
of trades. For instance the
wootdcarvers, at prerent the
puppet-makers, will underake the
carpentry and joinery—their

4, the ad hoe fsan-to shed has
recently been added to the créche
without reforence to the architects.
5, ome of the domed créches.

6, plan of the Mobile Créche as
envisaged ariginally; only the block
an the right has been built and thar
in reduced form:




potential hes been tested in the
making of parrot-headed columns
in the weavers® building—and the
paintars, employed in the tounst
complex, will do the finishes
presents a radical
ppreach to urban

shills and materials. And in seeking
to ascariain the very meaning of
'home’ fram their tent-dweiling

7, side elevation of the weaving mill
at Kharkhana, Delhi; the projecting
boxes over the windows and the
jaalis shade and coal the intersar.

8, the flat roof on the weaving mill is
used for drying cloths while the
glass block rooflights and the smal!
atrlum help light the interfor yet
provont the penstration of direct
sunlight




